It is a matter of regret, that there has been, and still is, so much stiffness and selfishness among our profession. It Most of the key instruments that I have seen are defective?the fulcrum being much too long. Most operators try to obviate the difficulty by lengthening the hook to agree with it ; but it is a mistake : the fulcrum should be shortened, so that there should be as little spare room in the instrument when it is placed on a tooth, as possible. This will prevent the fulcrum from slipping down too low, in the effort to extract. The following will show the applicability of the key to a tooth. Place the fulcrum exactly on the line where the gum joins the tooth, then pass the hook over to the opposite side, and press the point down as low on the neck as possible. This will bring it below the fulcrum and give it the power to elevate. If the operator can then extract the tooth without allowing the fulcrum to slip down on the gum, the instrument is correct, and will, if skilfully used, always produce a happy effect. I have a large assortment of the various instruments now in use for extracting teeth, and in a large majority of
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